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I am pleased to acknowledge and thank my 

constituent and friend, Matt Randle of the Uni-
versity of Arizona for his leadership, service 
and outstanding contributions to our commu-
nity. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 34) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2012 and setting forth 
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2013 through 2021: 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to the Ryan budget. There 
are many reasons to oppose this budget. 

Among them is the unconscionable provi-
sion that ends the Medicare guarantee of 
health care for our nation’s seniors. 

Since many of my colleagues have already 
spoken about the serious negative impact the 
Ryan Budget will have on Medicare, I will 
focus my comments on another egregious pro-
vision that unravels the Medicaid safety net. 

The Republican budget before this House 
cuts support for seniors in nursing homes, dis-
abled individuals and low-income children who 
depend on Medicaid. 

This proposal to starve Medicaid of funds is 
nothing more than a heartless assault on 
America’s poorest and most vulnerable—our 
children, seniors, the disabled and minority 
communities who rely on Medicaid for their 
health care. 

Last year alone, 60 million Americans were 
served by Medicaid. Thirty million of those 
were children. 

According to the non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office, if the Republican budget were 
to become law, states which are already bur-
ied in debt would face significant challenges in 
achieving enough cost savings to mitigate the 
loss of Federal funding. 

As a result: states would likely begin to limit 
eligibility; Medicaid enrollees would have lim-
ited access to care and higher out-of-pocket 
costs and health care providers would lose 
money due to more uncompensated care and 
lost coverage. 

In my district, where more than 250,000 
residents are uninsured and tens of thousands 
more rely on Medicaid for their health care, 
this extreme Republican budget will be disas-
trous. 

There are better and fairer ways to address 
our country’s deficit that will protect the Med-
icaid safety net, create jobs, protect our sen-
iors and invest in our children and the future 
of our country. 

It is a mystery to me why Republicans are 
willing to fight to protect the tax cuts for big oil 
and the super wealthy and sacrifice millions of 
the poorest and most vulnerable Americans 
who will lose their medical and long-term care. 

Democrats will fight to ensure this proposal 
is never enacted, and I encourage all my col-
leagues to oppose this cruel and shortsighted 
budget. 

HONORING MRS. MARY KELLOGG 
BELL FOR HER DEDICATION TO 
HER FELLOW NORTH CARO-
LINIANS 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 15, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Mary Kellogg Bell for a life dedi-
cated to helping others in North Carolina. 

Mary Bell was born on May 4, 1916. After 
graduating from the University of Georgia in 
1937 with a degree in physical education, she 
worked as Head Counselor for Merrywood 
Camp for girls and in 1939, married her hus-
band, Joseph Oscar Bell, Jr. 

In 1951, Mrs. Bell founded the Glen Arden 
Camp for girls, which has enriched the lives of 
children around the country by exposing them 
to the natural beauty of Western North Caro-
lina. In 1955, Mrs. Bell went on to become the 
first woman to serve on the Henderson County 
School Board. Mrs. Bell continues to volunteer 
as the Chair of the Welcoming Committee at 
her retirement home and helps organize trans-
portation for retirees to get to the dialysis clin-
ic. 

It is an honor to represent selfless, hard-
working citizens like Mrs. Mary Kellogg Bell. 
Her devotion is a great source of pride to me 
and to Western North Carolina. I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing Mrs. 
Mary Kellogg Bell for her lasting impact on so-
ciety. 
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM BREEHEY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 15, 2011 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mourn the passing of Abraham Breehey, Di-
rector of Legislative Affairs and Special Assist-
ant to the International President of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Boilermakers. A loving 
father, husband, and friend, Abe passed away, 
at just 35, on Thursday, April 14, 2011, at 
INOVA Fairfax Hospital in Virginia from brain 
tumor complications. 

Abe was born in 1976 in Binghamton, New 
York to Ray and Carol Breehey. He received 
his Bachelor’s Degree from Sienna College in 
Loudonville, NY, his Master’s Degree in Public 
Policy from the Rockefeller College of Public 
Affairs and Policy at the University of Albany, 
and graduated from the Trade Union Program 
at Harvard Law School. Prior to joining the 
Boilermakers in 2004, Abe served as Legisla-
tive Assistant for Representative LLOYD 
DOGGETT (TX–25). 

Throughout his life, Abe championed funda-
mental labor rights. He represented the Boiler-
makers on issues regarding the effects of en-
ergy policy and climate change on workers. 
Abe also testified in front of multiple U.S. Sen-
ate Committees and represented the Boiler-
makers in international negotiations regarding 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. In addition, Abe advised the 
AFL–CIO Building and Construction Trades 
Department as Chairman of the Department’s 
Legislative Task Force. 

Abe was a leading voice in the labor move-
ment and was widely respected by his friends 
and colleagues. He was known for his pas-
sion, his warm personality, and his negotiating 
skill to merge both ideological and political 
goals into a practical solution. 

Abe is survived by his wife, Sonya, his be-
loved daughter, Abigail, his father, Ray, his 
mother, Carol, and his sister, Rachel. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to the Breehey 
family. Abe was a good man who will be dear-
ly missed by his family, friends, and the labor 
movement which he represented. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM 
BREEHEY, 1976–2011 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 15, 2011 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I was saddened 
to learn that Abraham Breehey passed away 
yesterday from a brain tumor and stroke. Abe 
was the Director of Legislative Affairs and 
Special Assistant to the International President 
of the International Brotherhood of Boiler-
makers. Abe also served as Chairman of the 
AFL–CIO Building and Construction Trades 
Department’s Legislative Task Force. 

Abe was only 34 years old. 
His death is a tragedy for his family and a 

loss for the working men and women of Amer-
ica on whose behalf he was so deeply com-
mitted. 

I share in sadness and reflection with Ha-
waii’s members of the International Brother-
hood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, 
Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers, Locals 90 
and 627. 

It is always sad when we lose a labor lead-
er, especially one so young and with such 
promise. I have been told that Abe was a pas-
sionate advocate for working people around 
the world. He was well-respected in the labor 
community for using his sharp intellect to build 
consensus across party lines. 

Abe has testified in front of several U.S. 
Senate Committees, and he represented the 
Boilermakers in international negotiations on 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the entire 
Breehey family and the U.S. labor movement. 
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RECOGNIZING COLONEL BILL WIL-
LIAMS AND GEORGIA ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

HON. ROB WOODALL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 15, 2011 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Colonel Bill Williams and the Geor-
gia Army National Guard Agricultural Develop-
ment Team. Colonel Williams will be leading 
the Guard’s Agricultural Development Team 
on a year-long deployment to Afghanistan at 
the end of April 2011. These brave citizen-sol-
diers are not only going into the theater to as-
sist our men and women on the ground as 
they engage insurgents and terrorists but also 
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